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“ADVERTISEMERT 


| ie Mifcellaneous Letters having been generally approv'd, and meeting with 
no other Ojeion, but that the Publication of chem Weekly was judged too 
frequent ; We have therefore refolved to convert them into a Monthly Book of 6 d. 
price, to be publifh’d che firft Week of every Month: And do hereby give notice 
co the Publick, thae we are fo well provided with Foreign Books, and have fettled 
{uch a good Correfpondence beyond Sea, that no valuable Book can efcape us: So 


that we can allure che Reader of the beft Entercainment which che Common-Wealth — 
of Learning affords. 
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be | Es vies des Hommes illuftres de Plutarque ; 4. e. Plutarch’s Lsves 
| of Illuftrious Men, tranflated into French, with Remarks: By : 
Monfieur and Madam Dacier. In 12°, Paris. 1694. { 

Breves Obfervations de Actibus Humanis & Pafliontbus Anime : 
ic. Brief Obfervations upon Human Attions, and the Paffions of the Soul 
as alfo uponVertue andVicein general. By Gummar Huygens, D.D. : 

La Methode d’Etudier & d’Enfeigner: i.e. The Method bow to . 
' fiudy and teach profane Hiftory in a Chriftian and folid manner, with : 
en — relation to the Chriftian Religion, and the Holy Scriptures, By the Ree 
iV verend Father Louis Thomafin. 

, A Letter from Amfterdam containing a Differtation upon an an- 
tient Shekel of the Sanéttuary. 

The Merchants Magazine, or Tradefman's Treafury: Containing 
Vulgar Arithmetick in whole Nambers, with the Reafon and Demon- 
ftration of each Rule, adorn’d with curious Copper Cuts of the chief 
Tables, and Titles ; alfo Vulgar and Decimal Frattions after a new, eafy 
and prattical Method. Merchants Accounts, or Rules of Prattice, 
fhewing how to cat mp the Value of Merchandize, and to make Allowance 
for Tare and Tret, more compendioufly than ever ; with Tables of F oreign 
Coin in Sterling, and a large Table for reducing the one to the other. 

Alfo Foreign Weight and Meafure compared with the Englifh, &c. 
Laftly, Maxims to be obferved in drawing and accepting Bills of Ex- 
change, Foreign or Domeftick, &c. Accommodated chiefly to the Prattice 
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, of Merchants and Tradefmen, &c. 


The Pretenfions of the moft Chriftian King to the Dominions and 


Territories of the moft ferene Confederates on the one fide, and on the 
other the Claims of the msoft ferene Confederates to France and the 
conquered Countries: Truly fated, with exalt Enquiries into the Rights: 
of every one in particular. From the French Original. 
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Les vies des Hommes illuftres de Plutarque ; i. ¢. Plue 
— tarch’s Lives of Iluftrious Men, tranflated into French, 


with Remarks: By Monfieur and Madam Dacier, in 12°, 
Paris, 1694. 


SIR, 


Lutarch’s Lives is a Book that may be always read with 
Profit, becaufe his Narratives are animated throughout 
by Precepts of the higheft Philofophy, which he clothes 
with Human Shape, if we may be allowed to {peak fo, 
and makes ufe of them pertinently to render the Actions of par- 
ticular Men general, that fo they may be agreeable and profitable 
to the whole World. They muft needs alfo be pleafant to the 
Reader, becaufe they are net Hiftories, but the Great Men them- 
felves whom we fee and hear. This is juftly due to the Book it 
felf as it came out of the Hands of the Author, and may be called 
its Original Excellence; but it hath received fo many new Graces 
in pafling through the Hands of its new Tranflators, and is fo 
much enriched with the curious Remarks of that Learned Couple, 
that we doubt not but the Publick will be very glad to be made 
Partakers of their profound Erudition, which hath rendred them 
fo famous in the Common-wealth of Learning. 
Our Defign then is not to draw Platarch’s Heroes in Minature, 
who are fo well known tothe World already, but only to give an 

Account of this Tranflation, and the Tranflators Remarks. 
Monfieur and Madam Dacéer have taken Care in this Tranila- 
tion, to illuftrate whatever they thought obfcure or perplex’d in 
the Hiftorian’s Difcourfe; they have foftned fuch Strokes as were 
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too ftrong and bold, and which the Purity of the French Tongue 
would not admit: but in giving the Difcourfe that Life which a 
{crupulous Affectation of Purity of Language makes it often ta 
lofe; they have never neglected Neatnefs nor Elegance ; and after 
all they think it no Impeachment of their Modefty to aflure us 
themfelves, that there is no Tranflation that can be more faithful 
nor literal. And in their Remarks they don’t criticize upon Words, 
as thinking that there’s nothing more dry, difagreeable, and lefs 
profitable, efpecially in fuch a Work as this 5 but they have omit 
ted nothing that could illuftrate Antiquity, as the Cuftoms, Sas 
crifices, Feafts and Ceremonies both publick and private; they 
point out the different Sources whence Plutarch drew his Infor- 
mation; and when Traditions differ, they endeavour to difcover 
the Reafons of his Choice, and fupply his Omiflions when they 
are any thing remarkable. Above all they apply themfelves to ex- 
plain the Sentiments of their Hiftorian, to difcover their Beauties 
or Defects, as thinking themfelves at liberty to difpute it with 
him throughout when they conceive him miftaken. a 

Having given you thefe general Obfervations, we come now 
to fome of the particular Remarks. And, ~s 

1. Upon Piutarch’s commending the Athenians for the Honour 
which they did tothe Memory of Chonnidz who bred up Thefeus, 
and mocking at thofe which they did tothe Memory of Silamon 
and Parrbafiw, who had made the Statues and Portraictures of 
thofe Heroes. Our Commentators fay that it is a very fine 
Thought ; for in Effect, where’s the Comparifon ? The Statuary 
and Painter do nothing but reprefcnt the Lineaments of the Body, 
whereas a Governour forms the Manners and Spirit, elevates the 
Soul, and infpires it with Vertue. Thefe deferve Commendation 
as excellent Workmen, but he is to be honoured as a Benefactor 
to Mankind, and the fole Caufe of all the great Actions which 
make up their Happinefs. 

2. Young People were not formerly permitted to marry, except 
they had befoge-hand confecrated their Hair to Apso. Accor- 
ding to Plutarch this Cuftom was much older than Thefems; but 
Enftathiss {ays that Thefens was the firft who confecrated his Hair 
at Delos, and not at Delphos, as Platarch alledges; but the Remark 
that we have here makes us doubt the Truth of what others have 
advanced. Jt would feem that the rezenians were the only 
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Greeks who obferv’d that Cuftom of confecrating the firft of their 
Hair, and that it did not begin till after Thefesw, becaufe that Con- 
fecration was perform’d in Honour of Hippolitus Son to that Hero. 
We underttand alfo that the Affyrians had the fame Cuitom, the 
Boys offering their Hair, and the young Men the firft Down of 
their Chin. 

3. It was a common Proverb among the Grecians, The Athe- 
nians for the Sea. t's faid that the firft Veflel which they had was 
the Ship Arges : But our Authors obferve that to be falfe , for ace 
cording tothe Teftimony of Eumelus, a Poet as antient as Homer, 
it appears that e#etes was a Corinthian, and went from thence to 
Colchos with his Daughter Medea, but however that is, it’s cer- 
tain that ic was along time before the Athenians applied them- 
felves to Marine Affairs: for they did not begin to be noted for 
Sea-men till under Thefew, and made but fmall Progrefs in Navi- 
gation for 700 Years, viz. from the War of Trey to the Battel of 
Marathon. 

4. Toteach us how to diftinguifh Pherecydes of the Ifle of Syros, 
from him who was Native of Leria, they tell us that the latter 
was an Hiftorian, and the other a great Philofopher and Divine, 
and the firft who found out the Eclipfes, and held the Immortality 
of the Soul; he flourifh’d in the time of Servius Tukins, 550 Years 
before Chritft. ) 

§- Panfanias writes that the Statue of Venw, which was con- 
fecrated to Apollo by Thefexs, was form’d underneath like a {quare 
Pillar : Upon which it is obferved, that until the time of Dedalus 
they knew not howto make Feet to Statues, he being the firft 
that added them, on account whereof it was faid that his Statues 
were alive and walk’d, which muft be underftood of his laft 
Workmanhhip. seca 

6. They difcover that Plutarch miftakes in faying that Thefens 
was the firft who eftablifh’'d the J#hmick Plays, which the Grecks 
were to celebrate by his Order in Commemoration of him and 
Honour of Neptune ; whereas he only renewed them, Si/yphus 
King of Corinth having eftablifh'd them in Honour of Melicerta 
150 Years before: but they were difcontinued, becaufe all the 
Roads were fill’d and infefted by armed Robbers, who being de- 
feated by Thefens, he re-eftablifh’d thofe Plays, and ordered them 
to be folemnized by Day, whereas they were formerly es 
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by Night. They do alfo oppofe Plutarch, who fays that the 
Olympick Games were eftablifh’d by Hercules, and fay that they 
were inftituted by Jphstws in the Year of the World 3174, almoft 
450 Years after Hercules, 

-. Our Hiftorians mock at the Hiftory of the Amazons, than 
which they fay there’s nothing more fabulous: And Strabo hath 
well obferved, that thofe Hiftorians who wroteof <dlexander, and 
are of beft Note for their Veracity, as Ariftebilus and Ptolemy, 
don’t fay one word of them, the very recital of their Names be- 
ing enough to difcover the Lie, /2ippolite, Otrera, Lampeto, Pen- 
tafilea, Menalippe, Autsope, being, all Greek Names, and no rea- 
fon to be given why fuch fhould be found among the Scythéans, 
Neverthelefs this Fable of the Amazons was fo pleafing tothe 
Athenians, that they ordered Afico to paint their Battel with 
Thefeus in the Gallery called Pezcile. | 

8. The Hiftorian fays that Thefexs offered Sacrifice to Fear the 
Evening before he was to give Battel, that it might not feize upon 
his Troops 5 and Alexander did the like on {ome occafions, becaufe 
the Pagans feigned to themfelves Gods of the feveral Paflions, to 
whom they offered Sacrifice to prevent their Effetts.. py 

g. The eldeft Daughter of the Kings of Spasz and Portugal are 
always calicd Jnfanta, which they will have to be derived from the 
Cuftom of Epirw, where the eldeft of the King’s Daughters was 
always called Coré, which fignifies the Daughter. 

10. All Weapons in the time of Thefens were of Brafs, which 
appears manifeftly by Homer’s Defcription of Pifander’s Pike, and 
Merion’s Dart, and Panfanias confirms the fame by Achibes’s 
Pike, and Aemnon’s Sword, which was kept in -his time in the 
Temple of Afinerva in aCity of Pampbylia, and the other at Ns- 


comedsa in the Temple of Vw!can. 


In reading the Life of Romulus it appears immediately, that 
Hiftorians don’t agree as to the Origine of Rome which was 
Miftrefs of the World. This Obfcurity is fuppofed to proceed, 
1, From this, that her firft Inhabitants did no: fo much employ 
themfelves in writing Hiftories as in pillaging their Neighbours, 
at which they were very dexterous; that People being at firft 
made up of a Concourfe of Brigands, Fugitive Slaves, and mifera- 
ble Exiles. 2. Becaufe the Grecks did not at that time much 
trouble themfelves to obferve what pafled in Maly, there being 
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then no Authors butin the Afiatick Greece, and thofe alfo Poets, 
and not Historians: The Care of writing Hiftory not having 
commenc’d till a long time after. 

- The fecond Remark is upon the antient way of Dating among 
the Romzns: Their Months were Lunar, and they reckon'd by 
Nones, Ides and Caiends. The Day of the Nones was the firft 
Quarter, and the Ies.che day of the Full Moon; fo that there were 
always ely ht whole days betwixt the Nones and the Ides: When the 
Nones were on the 5th of the Month, the Ides were onthe 1 32); 
and when the Nones were on the 7h, the Ides were on the 1 5th . 
fo that the Nones were the oth day before the Ides, and thence 
they had their Namcs. And the Romans counted always before 
the Nones and the Ides, the firff, the fecond, the third day before 
the Nones or Ides of [uch a -Jebonth, i. e. the firft, fecond or third day. 
before the firft Quarter or Full Afoon. The word Ides feems to come 
from the Greek word: G¢'@+, « Face, becaufe on that day the 
whole Face of the Moon was to be feen. As to what concerns the 
Calends, it was the firfé of the Month, the firft of the Moon, 
and was derived from the antient word calare, to declare or pub- 
lifh, becaufe on that day the Pontif did publifh what day the 
Nones and Ides fhould fall on.- From the Ides, that is to fay, from 
the Full Moon to the Calends of the following Month, or to the 
New Moon, there werefemetimes 15, fometimes 16 days, which 
were reckon’d with regard to the following Month. 

3. Inthe time of Romwlas the Latin Tongue was a Mixture of 
Greek and the Language of the Country; -and. its vicious Pro- 
nunciation made it approach nearer the Molsck than any other of 
the Grecian Dialects. And they take notice in another, that as 
the Latin Tongue did refine gradually under Duma Pompilius, the 
eAolick Terms which were ufed at fic grew obfolete.. 

43 When Platarch fays that Xomulas did inftitute the keeping of 
the Facred Fire, it muft be undcrftood at Rome, for that Fire was. 
preferv’d at Alba, and there were Veftal Virgins before Romulus, 
his Mother having been one. This eternal Fire was not only pre- 
ferv’'d at Rowe, but alfo in Egypt, and almoft all ether Nations.. 
They learned this Cuftom from the Hebrews, to whom A4ofes had: 


given that Law, which oblig’d the Prieft to kcep Fire upon the: . 


Altar, and to add Wood to it every Morning, that it might be al- 
ways kept burning. = - | 
5. They 
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5. They obferve that Infcriptions were not put upon Statues 
till a long time after Romulus, and that at firft they contifted only 
of the Name or Dignity of thofe who erected them, and that for 
600 Years there were none of thofe tedious and pompous Infcrip- 
tions upon Statues at Rome, which Vanity invented afterwards. 

The Hiftorian fays that Ariftocrates of Sparta, Son to Hippar- 
chus, is the only Author wo hath writ that Lycurgus travelled as 
far as the Indies to converfe with the Gymmnofophifts: but our Com- 
mentators fay politively that this cannot be, fecing Alexander was 
the firft who opened the way tothe Jndtes for the Greeks, which 
was more than 520 Years after Lycarzas, the Expeditions of 
Bacchus and Hercales being meer Fables. 

In the Life of Numa Pompilius the Inftitution of the Princes of 
the Priefts, whom they call Pomtéfs, is attributed to that King. 
To which it is added in the Remarks, that Numa created four of 
them, the firft being called the Sovereign Pontif, and they were 
all of the Patricians. In the 4534 Year of Rome four Plebeians 
were added: And in Sylla’s time the Number was increafed to 15. 
Plutarch {ays that Numa himfelf was thought to have been the firft 
of thofe Pontifs; which Miftake was occafion’d by the Likenefs of 
Name, Numa Marciusy Son to the Senator Méarcins, being the 
firft who was chofen Pontif. 

2. The Fecéales, or Heralds, were inftituted at Rome by Numa, 
who learned the fame from the antient People of Latinm, or thofe 
of Ardea; and ’tis not doubted but this Cuftom was brought into 
Italy by the Pelafci, before whofe Armies thofe facred Perfons did 
always march, armed only with a Caduceum adorned with {mall 
little Strings. They were alfo called Oratores, whence it’s con- 
cluded that they were called Feciales, quafi Faciales, from the word 
farsto harangue, or make a Specch. Whenthe Romans had re- 
ceived Injury from any People, one of thofe Heralds was fent to 
them all alone, and never went oftner than twice, the firft time to 
demand the Reafon of the Injury, and allowed them 33 Days to give 
their Anfwer : If they did not do him Juftice, he returned, took 
his Colicgues with him, and at the Head of his Company made a 
Report thereof to the Senate, to whom he gave full Power to 
make Wii. The War being refolv’d on, he return’d the fecond 
ture ..o che Enemies Country ; and being entred the fame, de- 
claica tue Caufe of the War in Prefence of the three Witnelles, 
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throwing a bloody Dart burnt at one End, and this was efteem’da 
fufficient Declaration of War. 

3. Inthe Remarks there are many things relating to the antient 
Reformation of the Calendar, which is afcrib’d to Nama ; but our 
Commentators do rather think due to Tarquin the Antient. They 
do alfo explain the Aenfis intercalars, and how after that the Ca- 
lendar had been fix or feven times reform’d, Fulss Cefar remedied 
the Difordcr.which was in the Years : And here they do alfo treat 
how the Arcadians, Egyptians, and Antient Romans meafured 
their Years; with which they mix divers confiderable Obferva- 
tions. 

4. Plutarch having writ an admirable Treatife, wherein he 
proves that Superftition is more dangerous than Athcifin or Irreli- 
gion, he does in another Treatife prefer Superftition to Atheifin, 
which they reconcile thus: Inthe firft Treatife they fay that Pls- 
tarch confiders Superftition in reference to the Ideas which the Su- 
perftitions entertain of God: And inthe fecond, he confiders it 
with relation to Civil Society, and the Actions which it produces ; 
a Superititious Man being always a better Citizen than an Atheift, 
for he is at Ieaft reftrain’d by Fear and Dread. 

5. Numa forbad Women the Ufe of Wine ; and before him Re- 
mulus condemned \Women who drank Wine to that fame Punifh- 
ment he condemned thofe to who committed Adultery, fiying that 
Adultery opened the Sluce to all other Crimes, and that Wine o- 
pened the Gate to Aduitery. And inthe Ages following, they did 
not condemn Women to Death for drinking Wine, but only to lofe 
their Dower. 

6. That the Procreation of Children being the fole End of Mar- 
riage, we muft not marry Damfe!s too young if we would have the 
Children ftrong and robuft , for it is with Men as with Plants, the 
youngeft Fruit is for the moft part im perfect and unprofitable : and 
for this Reafon it was, that the famous Oracle given to the Treze- 
nians, That they died becaufe they eat their Fruit too green, was 
interpreted, that they married their Wives too young. 

Solon, when he was a young Man, followed Merchandizing ; and 
when he came to be Governor of Athens, he rendred the Employ- 
ment honourable there. We muft diftinguiih here, as formerly in 
the Remarks, that Merchandizing in fmall things was defpifed as 


vicious, becaufe ordinarily attended with Lies: for as Cicero fays, 
A. 
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242 Mifcellaneous Letters. - 
A Merchant who fells by retail, gains but little except he lie a great 
deal: but great Tra.'°, or the Commerce of great Merchants who 
did traffick by Sea, was very honourable, becaufe of the Commodi- 
ties which it furnifhed, and that it was move agreeable to Truth and 
Juftice ; and therefore Hef‘cd dic not think it unbecoming him to 
give Precepts concerning the fame to bis Brother Perfa, in his Poem 
of Works and Days. 

9. It is obferved, that People lov'd a different Government ac- 
cording to the Places which they did inhabit. Thofe who dwell ia 
Mountainous Countries are ulually the greateft Lovers of Liberty, 
and therefore itis that they afiect « poput.r Government. Thole 
wholive in Plain and Open Countr 2, being commonly more rich 
and polite, are by confequence auiditious, and incline to an Oli- 
garchy, becanfe they hope to be of the Number of thofe who go- 
vern: And thofe who inhabit the Sea-Coafts, partaking of the Hu- 
mours beth of the one and the other, are for a Government which 
isa Mixture of Deniocracy and Oligarchy 5 that isto fay, that the 
People may have the Liberty of Sifirage, but the Power of Judg- 
ing and Determining refts in a {mall Number. 

3. It is obferv’d, that Draco was the arft of the Greeks wha 
condemned Adulterers to Death: And to infpire Men with the 
greater Horror of Murder, he would have inanimate Things 
brought to Trial if they kill’d any one; and thus a Statue which 
had fal!en spon a certain Perfon, was banifhed. 

4. At firft the Name of Parafite was venerable and facred, for it 
did properly fignify a Gueft at Sacrifices ; and that in Greece there 
were Men who were particularly henoured with that Title, and 
were much the iame with the Epalones amongft the Romans, but 
that now it is not fo. 

Inthe Remarks on Pablicela’s Life, we read that Funeral Ora- 
tions did net commence in Greece till after the Battel of Marathon, 
which did not happen till 16 Years after the Death of Brutus. Be- 
fore that Time, the Gre«ks did honour the Funerals of great Men 
wit: publick Plays and Duels, but did not make any Elogies for 
them in publick. The Aonour of the Invention of Funeral Orati- 
ons, is due to the Romans; but the Greeks had this Advantage, 
that they obferv’d them with more Eqnity and Juftice ; for in 
Greece they did not honour any with publicc E!ogies, but thofe 
who died fighting for their Country; Whereas the Romans allow- 
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ed the fame to all Great Men who had ferv’d their Country in any 
manner whatever, as judging that all Vertues deferv’d that Re- 
compence. This is fufficient to give you a Tafte, by which you 
may judg of this Work 5 but the little Chronology which is pre- 
fixt thereunto does yet commend it further, as illuftrating abun- 


dance of Difficulties, and fhewing in what Order thofe Lives are to 
be read. 





Breves Obfervationes de Aétibus Humanis & Paffionibus 
Anime: 1.¢. Brief Obfervations upon Humane Aétions, 
and the Paffions of the Soul; as alfo upon Vertue and 


Vice in general. By Gummar Huygens, D. D. At 
Liege, Ocfavo, 1694. 


Hofe who teach Moral Philofophy in the Schools, don’t much 
trouble themfelves about any thing further than to form the 
Spirits of Youth; for moft of them content themfelves with ex- 
plaining to them the Nature of Actions and Paflions which are pro- 
per to Man, and afterwards give them fome Idea of Vertues and 
Vice, without concerning themfelves what Improvement their Scho- 
lars make of all their Speculations, as thinking it fufficient if they 
make them Learned. But thechief thing is toinfuence and form 
the Heart, and teach them to live as becomes them in every Con- 
dition ; to govern their Paflions at all times, keep aloof from Vice 
as much as is poffible, and apply themfelves wholly to the Study of 
" Vertue. Dr. Aaygens hath obferw’d this fo well, that he hath 
turn'’d his Morality wholly towards the practical Part, and does not 
touch upon the Subjects which are ordinarily treated of in Moral 
Philofophy , but to make us obferve inevery ftep, that we are ob- 
lig’d to put them in execution during the whole Courfe of our Life. 


I. The fir Thing propos’d in Moral Philofophy, is the Ultimate 
End, and Chief Happinefs of Man : We muft then, {ays our Author, 
bethink our felves forthwith of our Ultimate End, and fpcedily en- 
- quire after the Means which may conduc us thither fafely , and 
we muft keep on conftantly, without halting by the Way. The 
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Means by which we may arrive at the fame, muft be carefully fol- 
lowed ; but we muft not reft or fix upon them too much, they are 
vocd for Ufe but not for Enjoyment. We ought not to reft fatif- 
fied with any thing but our Ulcimate End, where we may find per- 
feét Pleafure. Whence we are taught to conclude, that it is the 
Height of Folly to cleave clofe tothe Creature, the Enjoyment of 
which can never fetisfy us fully 5 and that we ought not to long af- 
ter any thing but God, nor to act but with an Eye to his Glory, fee- 
ing to adhere unto God isthe Fuinefs of all Good, and our Heart 
ought to be there where our Treafure is. 

2. We call properly an humane or voluntary Action every 
thing which we do, withtreference to an End well-known unto us: 
But that voluntary Action is direct, when it terminates on a thing” 
which is precifely fought after for it felf, bucit is indirect, when 
it relates immediately not to the thing which hippens, buc to that 
which produces it. Upon which it is obferved, that a Humane 
Action in order to its being good, ought dircAly to aim at what is 
200d, and that it ts often evil without propoiing any thing that is 
morally bad; becaufe it tends tothat which operates, or may 0- 
perate that Evil. He thows us moreover, that thofe fort of Adcti-- 
ons have not all the fame degrce of Malignity, to the end that eve- 
ty one may take heed and obferve thimfelves as they ought when. 
they act. 

3. A voluntary Action does neceflarily fuppofe thet one is free 5. 
that is to fay, that they are determin’d by themfelves to act, or 
that we ftand in need of nothing elfe to determine us but our own 
Realon which we confult, and whofe Light we follow in our Ati-- 
ons; and this Liberty he calls effential. Our Author morcover bes. 
fides this, mentions a Liberty of Indifference, which puts the.Crea- 
ture ina Condition to determine It {elf either to act or not: It be- 
ing well underitood, fays he, that inthe Manner of Acting, the 
Will does always determine it felf according to the Light of the. 
Reafon or Underitanding. Vhen he examines when, and how Ig- 
norance, whe:her of ‘Matter of Fact or Right, rerders an Action 
involuntary, or makes it be foelteem’d. From thence he pafles to 
the Circumitances of an humane or voluntary Action; and fhows, 
that we mult taxe great heed thereunto, becaufe they are fome- 
tunes a Part of the Obj. of our Will, and that when they are 

only Moral Accidents of a Moral Aci.on, they do thereunto add 
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certain Characters of Honefty or Infamy which cannot but be of 
great Confequence. 

To this he adds RefleCtions upon the Motives of the Will. 
It is certain that the Wiil feeks after no other thing than that 
which is good, when the Underftanding hath reprefented the fame 
unto it, and that it keeps at a dittance from the Evil which the 
fime Underflanding hath difcovered unto it: But Mr. A/sygeus 
is of Opinion, that on certain Occaiions the Underltanding may 
fay, after a long and mature Examination, that we muft do this 
or that, without the Wiil’s being mov’d in the leaft, becaufe 
otherwife it fhould not be frees and that alfo it can neither ac 
nor move it felf on certain Evenements without fupernatural 
Ailiftance ; and at other times it acts without ftaying for the 
praftical Judgment of the Underftanding, as appears from the 
firft Sin of the Angels or Man, which, according to our Author, 
a preccded by any erroncous Judgment of the Under- 
ftanding. | 

Tie fenfitive Appetite does alfo move the Will according to the 
Antient Philofophy, when the Soul reflects upon agreeable Objects ; 
and it may alfo be fuftain’d according to the Modern Philofophy, 
in faying that the fenfitive Appetite is no other than the Soul it 
felf; forafmuch as on occafion of the Motion of the Animal 
Spirits, Blood, and other Humours which are in the Body to which 
‘it is united, 1¢ gives Attention to the Objects that prefent them- 
felves, and according as it finds them good, rejoices in them, de- 
fires and feeks after them by a Love of the Reafonable Will. 
Sometimes alfo this fenfitive Appetite darkens the Underftanding, 
which in that cafe, having nothing but falfe and miftaken Ideas, 
occafions the Will to go aftray. 

4. The Goodnefs and Perverfenefs of an human Action are 
derived from its Object, becaufe it is never confidered without 
relation to the Object, and that it is there that we have always the 
firft and moft direct View. We judg afterwards of this Action by 
its Circumftances, which do oftentimes change the Species of 
Goodnefs and Wickednefs, which muft be attributed thereunto, 
or at leaft render it better or worfe. But at the fame time when 
we contemplate a human Action with relation to its Object, to 
difcover whether it be good or bad, according as it terminates at 
Good or Evil, we muft alfo obferve the Perfon that acts; and to 
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make a duc Judgment of the Goodnefs or Malice of that Agent, 
we mu{t obferve what End he propofes to himfelf in acting : 
becaufe Man having the End in view, fooner than the Means con- 
ducing thereunto, we judg better of the Action, to determirze 
whether he be gocd or bad, by ftudying the End to which it | 
tends, rather than the Object of the Action, which is only a 
Mean to accomplifh his End. Moreover, a human Action cannot 
be eltcemed good, if it have not a good Object and a good End, 
if all the Circumftances thereof be not good, and if the Man 
don't directly fet his Mind both upon the Goodnefs of the Object 
he feeks, and upon the Gocdnefs of the End for which he acts. 
And onthe contrary, an Action is bad when there is any thing 
to be faid againft the Object, the End or the Circumftances : 
whence he infers, that there is no human Aétion which in the 
Rigor can be call’d indifferent, that is to fay, which is not mo- 
rally either good or evil. 

5. But as it is oftentimes very difficult to judg aright, whether 
that which is done at fuch a time, and in fuch a place, be lawful or 
unlawful in all its Circumftances, the Conference, which is no- 
thing elfe but a fort of Judgment, is not always right and 
fure. If the Judgment of the Mind be true, the Confcience is 
right ; and if its Decifion be certain and uncontrovertible, the 
Conf{cience may be faid to be fure: But if onthe contrary, the 
Underftanding judg falfly, the Confcience is erroneous; and if it 
found its Judgment only upon fome Reafon or plaufible Authority, 
the Confcience is called fimply probable or ferupulous, when it is 
afraid of taking a wrong Courfe without having however any 
p.aufible Reefon to fear that it hath done fo. Others {peak alfo 
of a doubting Confcsence, which our Author oppofes, faying, that 
fince a Doubt does neceflarily import a fufpenfion of Judgment, 
there cannot be any fuch thing as a doubting Confcience, becaufe 
the Confcience in proper Speech is a Judgment. 

That being laid down, he concludes that we fin againft Con- 
{cience every time we check that Light of the Underftanding, 
which helps us to judg whether a thing be good or bad in all its 
Circumitances, according to time and place, @c. in fuch fort that 
to act again{t Confcience, is not to be inclin’d to do forbidden 
things, but to do that by choice and freely which we judg to be 
forbidden , whence it follows, according to our Author, that the 
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firft Motions, how irrcgolar foever they be, are no Sins againft 
Confiience, becaufe Liberty is not concern’d therein. Then he 
fhows us how atrocious thofe Sins are which be committed againtt 
the Confcience, in comparing them with Sins committed directly 
againft the Law: And atterwards examines fome particular 
Cafes of Confcience, and refolves not only fome Difficulties 
which concern a {crupulous Confcience, but thofe which relate 
either to an erroneous or doubting Confcience. 

6. His following Chapter treats of a probable Confcience, 
which hath no other Foundation but fome Reafon or plaufible 
Authority 5 or, to explain himfelf in the Terms of the Modern 
Cafuilts, which relies upon one Authority only,or upon one Reafon 
which hath fome Weight: And the fame Cafuifts fay that this 
probable Confcience is fufficiently authorized, when it embraces 
that Opinion, which hath a Man of Learning and Probity for its 
Author, who hath maturely examin’d the thing, and weighed the 
Reafons Pro and Com. Whence it appears, as our Author obferves, 
that if this Probability be the Foundation or Rule of Manners, 
there would be nothing fo different nor unconftant as the Morals 
of the Modern Cafuifts ; feeing there’s no Opinion wherein Con- 
fcience is interefs’d, which is not authorized by the Suffrage of 
one Doctor at leaft, who hall pafs for anable and honelt Man: and. 
if it be fo, Cardinal Bona had reafon to fay that the Commandments 
of God and the Church cannot fubfift, but fo far as it pleafes the 
Cafuifts, or the new Directors of a probable Confcience: So. 
that there nceds no more but a Cafuilt’s approving of a thing to. 
make the Practice thereof lawful. And what is it that thofe. 
Dodtors will not do ? for we can fhow that they have contradicted 
all che Precepts of the Divine Law 3 and that not one Article 
thereof can fubfift if it be referr’d to their Judgment. But thofe 
Particulars carry me too far, fo that | refer the Reader to the 
Lift of the Cafuifts probable Opinions, by Ssnichius Fagnanus, 
Gonet, Vincent Contenfonius, &c. to which may be added the 110 
Propofitions which were condemned at Rome, partly by Alexander 
the VIleb, and partly by Jnnocent XI. 

He purfucs this Matter throughout Chapter XiV, and does 
forthwith fhow the ftrange and dangerous Confequences of that 
Probability in Matters of Confcience and Morals. 1. That. 
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is efteemed a Man of Learning and Probity, to authorize whatever 
he has a mind to ef'ablifh againgt ali Laws Divine and Human, 
which is {.{icient to olive it a Vogue, and fecure the Confciences of 
thofe, who living according to his Maxims, fhall violate all thac 
is facred in Religion, and profrebleina civil Lite. 2. Every one 
of thofe Doctors fhall have Power at lealt to break the Laws, 
rcftrain them. and make of them what he will, which in procefs of 
time will annihilate them, as has been already known. 3. Intime 
to come it will be faid, that we are not obliged to follow the 
Vruth in Morals, fecing fimple Probability ts a futhcient Rule of 
Manners. 4. And from thence it follows alfo, that the Defenders 
of Probability do arrogate a Power to tucmi{clves, which raifes 
them above Princes and Eifhops, nay above God himfelf. 
5. Moreover, one fole Doctor, which is very abfurd, fhall ballance 
allthe Men of Learning and Probity in the World, nay, and even. 
carry itagainft them, if his Opinion in Morais be but embrac’d, 
feeing he alone hath fuihcient Authority which ny ferve as a 
Foundation to a probable Confcience. 6. In fines if the Do- 
ctrine of Probability take place, as Truth fhall no more be the 
Ru'e of Manners, we may alfo come in time neither to acknow- 
Icde the eternal Law, cternal Wildom, nor eternal Juftice; fuch 
are the Confequences of Probability. 

Our Author docs afterwards confute it by the holy Scripture, 
which never propofes any thing to usas the Rule of our Conduét, 
befides the Will of God exprefs’'d in his Law 5 and hence it comes 
to pafs that it calls none blefled, but fuch as walk in the Law of 
the Lord. To this he adds a particular Proof taken from an 
antient Cuftom of the Jews. St. Adatthew teaches us, that Chrift 
cenfured thofe that practifed the Dodétrine of the Scribes and 
Pharifees, who held that Children might difpenfe with their re- 
lieving the Neceflities of their Parents, in telling them that every 
Gift which I fhall offer to God, {hall be for your Profit; and to fhow 
that he did extreamly blame the Doétrine of the Scribes, and 
the Practice of the People who follow’d that Dodtrine, he de- 
clar’d to them, that becaufe of that, both the one and the other (hall 
fall inte the Ditch. Certainly if the Doctrine of Probabitity had 
been receiv’d at that time, he had not had one word to fay nei- 
ther again{t the Antient Doctors, nor againft the Antient People, 
fo far would he have been from denouncing fuch fevere Penalties 
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againft them; for in effect what was there wanting to legitimate 
the Practice of thofe who refuled neceflary Supplies to their Pa- 
rents, by telling them that what they could have given them, they 
had already devoted to God, and that in offering the fame to 
God, it would turn to their Profit? I fay, what was there wanting 
to authorize that Practice but fimple Probability ? Thole who 
taught that Practice were the moft famous Doctors of the Law, 
viz, the Scribes and Pharifees, who were all of that Opinio, in 
as much as we can gather from the Text, which defigns them in 
general ; and befides that, they had received that DoStrine from 
their Predeceflors: for it pafles fora Tradition, and Jefus Chritt 
himfelf feems to fay, that they ought to have a Deference for 
their Opinion, when he fays that thofe Dottars fat in Mofess 
Chair. From all which it appears that rhey were very learaecd 
Peopte, and had a lawful Cail to inftruct the People; and as to 
what relates to Manners, they con'd not but have a very advan- 
tagicus Opinion of their Probitys for the Pharifecs above all 
Men pailed for People of a diftinguifhing Probity : So that the 
Scribes and Pharifecs approving of this Point of Mocality, the 
People might practife with a good Confcience, and without any 
hazard, that which fo many Cafuiits, being Men of Learning and: 
Probiry, did teach them, if the fimple Probability of the Cafuifts 
of that Age had then been the Rule of Manners.. To which we 
may add, tat the Authority of thofe antient Doctors fhould have 
been chiefly prevalent in a Matter of Fact, which had no direct 
regard to Holinefs, nor the Exercife of Faith, but did only 
concern the diftribation or offering of fome Worldly Goods.. 
But notwithftanding all thofe Coniiderations, the Doctors who. 
teach the People, and the People who practifed according to their 
Doctrine, were to be caft into the bottomlefs Pit. Whence we 
infer, that the Authority of thofe Doctors does not fecure the 
Peoples Confciences, and that the Probability we have been fpcak- 
ing of, is not the true Foundation of Chritian Morality. 

7. As to what concerns a fcrupulous Confcience, he forthwith. 
enquires after the Caufes of Scruples which arife in the Soul, and 
do many tires throw it into Trouble and Anxtety. The Mind, 
if it be weak, inconfant in its Judgment, or ill inform’d as to 
things, renders us fcruputous divers ways. The Wiil is many 
times a no lefS fruitiul Source of Scrupies: for if we truit too 
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much to our own Judgment in Matters of Confcience, and defpife 
that of others without Caufe , or if we make too much ado about 
things which have but very little relation to good Morals; or if we 
pretend to be able to fave our fuiv.s abfolutely from all forts of Sin 
and Inclination to Evil, thofe Difpotitions render us fcrupulous 
to the higheft degree ; and our Conftitution, if it be melancholy 
and timorous, excites in us Paflions of Fear and Sadnefs, and trou- 
bls us fo ftrangely, that we find our felves difquieted and exer- 
cifed with an infinite Number of Scruples of Confcience. 

And belides thofe Sources of Scruples which are within our felves, 
he propofes to our Contideration feveral others without us) which 
excite Scruples in divers Manuers. God does fometimes put us in 
{uch a Condition that we find our Confciences alarm’d and dif. 
quieted by abundance of Scruples, which he does to render us more 
circumfpect throughout the reft of our Life, and to teach us to 
humble our felves in the Senfe of our Infirmity, ard to have recourfe 
tohis Grace for Ability to furmount all Temptations in time to 
come. The Devil doth all that he can on his part to hinder our 
Piety, and traverfe the Work of our Salvation by athoufand Scru- 
ples, which deprefs our Spirits, or tend to drive us to Defpair: He 
inflames the Blood in our Bodies, and acts our Spirits with Vehe- 
mence, to raife fuch Paflions in our Souls, as may lead us into dan- 
perous Scruples. Converfation with People of a timorous Con- 
{cience, without any plaufible Ground to fear fuch or fuch a Sin, is 
alfo one of the external Caufes of our Scruples. To which may be 
added at laft, that Objects don’t contribute a little to render us 
{crupulous, viz. when they are fo obfcure either as to Matter of 
Fact or Right, that we have great Difficulty to know how to bee 
have our felves in relation to them. 

By the fame Meafures that the Sources of Scruples of Confci- 
ence are difcovered, the Remedies to prevent them or guard us a- 
gainft them, are alfo made known : and it is made appear through- 
out, that we can do nothing without the Affiftance of God ; and in 
the mean time we ought not to neglect the Advice of the Sage Di- 
rectors of Confcience, who affift us to regulate our Conduct ac- 
cording to the Condition in which we are. | 
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IJ. Hitherto our Author has obferv’d the Actions of the Will; 
but afcerward he infilts upon the Confideration of the Pailions of 
the Soul. ; Se od i pre S15. fal 

1. Dr. Huygens agrees with the New Philofophers, that what 
we call propeily « Paffien of the Soul, isa certain Impretlion made in 
the Soul by the immediate Action of the Animal Spirits, which cir- 
culate with the Blood in our Bodies. Inthe mean time, he is per- 
{waded that to {peak exactly, there are no other but the fole 
Acts of the reafonable Will that the Soul.it felf doth immediate- 
ly produce, whichdeferve the Name of Love, Defire, Joy, @c. the 
Namies that are ordinarily given to the Paflions of the Soul, and do 
only agree to them; becaufe they folicite, if we may fo {peak, or 
encline the Soul to reafcnable Acts, which are juftly called Love, 
Defire, Joy, @c. And further ; Does it not happen every Day 
that the Paflions of the Squl draw the Will toreafonable Acts, 
which correfpond with them ? for many times we find the Motions 
of an Irregular Paflion, as fenfual Pleafure for Example, Sad- 
nefs, @c. to which the Soul gives no Confent. 

2. As to what remains, feeing we are fubject to the Irregularity 
of Paffions. in the State of Corrupt Nature, our Author fhows by 
what Means we may guard againft the Diforder and deadly Con- 
f{equences of Paffions in the whole Courfe of our Lives. After which 
he makes Judicious Obfervations upon each Paflion in particular. 


III. The Six laft Chapters contain general Reflections tpon Ver- 
tues and Vices. 

1. What iscommonly taught in the Schools, that Vertue confifts 
in Mediocrity, or as others fay, in a certain Middle which appears 
equally diftant from Excefs and Defect, does not always hold true : 
for we cannot place the Love which we have for God, nor the 
Hope, nor the Confidence that we have in him, betwixt the two 
Extreams, it being impoffible either to love, or to truft in God too 
much. In the meantime, if we confider him who acts vertuoufly, and 
the Diverfity of his Circumftances, then when he does act, we may 


find a Mids to all that he does which is vertuous. As for Example 5 ~ 


A Man of a weak Conftitution, or who is already fpent by fome 
Diftemper, may fin by an Ex-efs of Love towards God, if his too 
great Fervor, or too much inflam’d Zeal go on to ruine his Health, 
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or do fo much exhauft his Spirits as to deprive him of the Ufe of 
Reafon. A Man may alfo be guilty of a vicious Excefs by reitera- 
ting As of Devotion or Charity for fe'long together, as to neg- 
leét all Care of his Life, and become a Murderer of himfelf: So 
that in relation tothe Agent, ard the Time that he fpends in the 
Practice of Vertuc, we muft confefs that Vertue whatfoever it be 
requires a Mids. 7 

2, Vicious Excefles are much more frequent in the External 
Ation than Internal, according ‘to our Author’s Remark ; who 
maintains that People are oftner guilty of an Excefs ts external 
Abftinence, than of an Excefs of Love of that Abftinence ; and that 
we are more often faulty in a too great Frequency of Acts of exter- 
nal Penance, than by atoo great Love for Penance. 

3. Fo be truly vertuous, we muft poffefs Vertue to the higheft 
degree of Perfection’ that’s poflible, and give it all imaginable Ex- 
tent in its Exercife: and it is by this moreover, that People are 
confirm’d in the Exercife of Vertue. - But to arrive happily at this 
State of Perfection and Stability, we muft never difunite Vertues, 
for they fupport and maintain one another. However, he would 
have us to obferve that fome are of greater confequence than o- 
thers, and advifes us how we may acquire and preferve them. = 

4. That being done, he endeavours toinfptre us with a Horror 
of Vice; by fhowing us, that all Vice is contrary to Nature, not 
only becaufe it choaks-Reafon and the Law of Nature, but 
chiefly becaufe it has a Tendency to deftroy the Natural Inclination 
which we have for the Sovereign Good. Whence he concludes, 
that we ought to ftudy how to fhun Vice by all the Ways which he 


fets down here ; for there 1s no Peace to the Wicked, God himfelf 
having faid fo. 


























MQumbr2 FEBRUARY. ok; 





aes 


La Methode d’ Etudier & d’ Enfeigner: i.e. The Method 
how to ftidy and teach Profane Hiftory in a Chriftian and 
folid Manner, with relation to the Chriftian Religion, and 
the Holy Scriptures. By the Reverend Father Louis Tho- 
malin, Prieft of the Oratory; in Olfavo, Two Vol. At 
Paris, 1694. : 


Iftorians, who are as the Minifters of Providence, and pre- 
ferve the Memory of what happens in the Government of the 
Univerfe,furnifh more ample Subjects of Reflection for the Advan- 
tage of the Chriltian Religion upon what comes to pafs from Age 
to Age, than Poets, Orators or Philofophers. Father Thomafin, 
who is much admir’d for his other Works, wherein he difcovers a 
compleat Knowledg in all that concerns the Doctrine or Difcipline 
of the Church, teaches us in this Work how to apply unto the 
Church the Events which are to be found in the Hiftories of all 
Nations. | 

He begins with an Abridgment of the four Great Monarchies, 
and juftifies their principal Epecha’s according to the Chronology 
of the Hebrew Text; but before he comes to defcribe the Efta- 
blifhment of the Kingdom of the Affyrians, he draws a rough 
Draught of the Way how the firft Men liv’d before the Deluge ; 
and to fhew that they had fome Tindture of Learning and Sciences, 
-he obferves that Lor’s Children div’d into the Secrets of Aftrono- 
my, and wrote them upon two Columns, one of Brick, which 
might be proof againft Fire, and the other of Stone, which might 
be proof againft Floods. Whence he infers that feeing they 
knew how to write, they would not fail to make ufe of it; and 
that the Honour of that Invention is due to them, though others 
who liv’d a long time fince them, have boafted of it fince. This 
he confirms by what St. fade fays of Enoch’s Book, which is dif- 
ferent from that which we have under his Name. 

He infers from thence, that Noah, who liv’d with Enoch, could 
not be ignorant of Letters; that they were preferv'd with himin 
the Ark, and were conveyed by him to Pofterity: 
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Our Author coming at length tothe Deluge, obferves, that the 
Year in which it happened is exattly defcrib’d in the 7#4 Chapter 
of Genefis; that it was then God permitted Noah and his Children 
toeat Flefh; and that Mankind being exceedingly multiplied about 
100 Years after, Nval’s Pofterity came down into the Valley of 
Shinar, and there formed the Defign of building the City and 
Tower of Babylon, 

Father Thomafin docs not however belicve, that this was the firft 
Eftablifament of the Babylonian Empire, becaufe it requires a lon- 
ger time to form Great Empires: and he is of opinion, that it was 
only the Eftablifhment of Niwred’s Kingdom at Babylon, capita! 
City of the Earth, ard always Eneaiy to the City of God. 

He fixes the firft Obfervations which the Babylonians made on 
the Stars, in that P.riod, ws. in 1771. which was only about 14 
Years after the Deluge. The Demonftration of this Epocha. de- 
pends vpon that which Simplicius ordered. to be told to Porphiry, 
that after lexander had taken Babylon, Callifthenes did fend into 
Greece, at Arifforle’s Defire, the Obfervations which the Chaldeans 
had mede during 1903 Years, which two Numbers came juft tothe 
time in which Alexand:r took Babylon. 

This Learned Author ts perfwaded, that when Nemrod laid the 
firft Foundation of Royalty at Babylon, Religion had fuffered no 
greit Alteration ;. and that Noab who liv'd above 200 Years after, 
preferv'd the Tradition of the Patriarchs, with.whom he had con- 
verfed for divers Ages before the Deluge. 

Noah did alfo fee two other Kingdoms eftablifhed, wz. that of 
Egypt in 18.16. whither Cham, or Mizraim his Son, conducted fome 
Colonies ; and that of the Sicionians in the Peloponnefus in 1915, 
whereof Egialews was the firft King. 

The People of God who defcended. from Heber and Peleg, did 
not as yet make any feparate State, but mixt with the Chaldeans 
in the Province of Babylon. Abraham, who was the Tenth from 
Noah, was born in 2co8. and 75 Years after rcceiv’d Orders from 
God to depart from Ur of the Chaldees, where Terah his Father 
had been.infected with Idolatry. 

After the Death of Terah in Aefopotamia, Abraham had a fecond 
Call from God into Paleftine ; where although he did not take the 
Title of King, he acquir’d a greater Power than thofe who aflum’d 
it, {eeing, with the People of his own Houfhold, he defeated four 
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of them, amongft whom the Scripture names the King of Shinar, 
that is to fay, Babylon, which confirms what we have already fup- 
pofed, that the Empire of the Affyrians was not then eftablifhed. 

In 2148, Jnachus founded the Kingdom of -Argos. It was in 
his time that Amafis-King of Egype made War with the Shepherds, 
treated with them, and capitulated with them to leave the Country 
tothe Number of 240Cc00.° They travers’d the Wildcrnefs, de- 
fcended into the Country which was afterwards call’d Judea, and 
there they built the City of Ferufalem. 

Abraham, Ifaac and Facob {pent part of their time in Palefine, 
and partin Egypt, where Yofeph governed with an abfolute Power 
to the day of his Death, which happencd Anno Munds 2369. 

In 2448, Cecrops. the Egyptian founded the Kingdom of 
Arbens. 

In 2466, the Arabians vanquilh’d the Caldeans, and reigned at 
Babylon. Dameffes and Amenoplis Kings of Feypt, perfecuted the 
Ifraelites, whom Afofes delivercd from Oppreilion in 2513, and 
fulfilled the Promife which was made +430 Years before unto 
Abrabam. 

In 2553, Sefofirss King of Egypt, render’d himfelf Mafter of 
the Ifle of Cyprme, and the Country of the Affyrians, and at his: 
Return banifh’'d Danaus his Brother, becaufe of his Injuftice :. 
Danaus retic’d into Greece, where he feized the City of Argos. 
His fifty Daughters whom he left in Fgypr, did there marry the 
fifty Sons of Sefoftrss, whom the Grecks call Eeyptus. Mofes died 
that fame Year, without having put the J/raelsres in Pofleilion of: 
the promis’d Land. 

In 2682, Belws the Aflyrian put an end to the Monarchy of the 
Arabians, and made himfelf Malter of Babyloz. Ninus his Son 
began the Univerfal. Monarchy of the Aflyrians, which continued 
520 Years, until that -Arbaces, Governour of Media, revolted. 
again{t Sardanapalus, and laid Sicge before Nineve, where that 
cowardly and fenfual Prince burnt himfelf, with his Concubines- 
and Treafures. 

- Out of the Ruines of that Empire were form’d three Kingdoms, . 
wiz. thofe of the Medes, Babylonians and Affyrians. Nsnus the 
younger, whom the Scripture calls Tiglath Pilefer, was fuccecded 
by his Son Salmanaffar, who befieged Samaria, and tran{ported the 
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Senacherib, Son to Salisanaffar, invetted Ferufalem , but the Pro- 
phet J/aiah comforted Kirg Hezekiah, alluring him that Senache- 
vib fhould be forc’d to quit tie Sicge. In effect Tirhakah, King of 
Ehiopia, having come to their Relief, Senachersb. returned. to 
Nineve, where he was flain in a Temple by Adramelech, and Sha: 
rezer his two Sons. | | 

In 3296, Dejoces King of the Medes built the City of Ecbatane. 

In 3369, Phraortes bis Son laid Siege to Msneve, and was killed 
there. ‘ 

In 3378, Nabopolaffar, who in the Greek Verfion of Tobst is 
called Nabuchadnofor, took Nineveh. 

In 3397, Nabuchadnofor the younger reigned with Nabopolaffar 
his Father, and made himfelf Mafter of all Egypt. The Year 
following he feized Febojachin King of Fudab, and fent him to 
Babylon with a great number of young Men, amongft whom was 
the Prophet Dansel. : 

In 3401, he had the Vifion or Dream compofed of different 
Metals, for interpreting of which Daniel was rewarded with the 
Government of Chaldea. | 

In 3405, he befieged Yerufalem, took King Fechonias at Difcre- 
tion, and fent himto Babylon with a great number of Prifoners, 
among whom were Mordecai and the Prophet Ezekiel. 

In 3414, Nebuchadnezzar befieged Fernfalem afreth, and it was 
relieved by Vafres King of Egypt. In 3415, he befieged it again, 
and the Year following took it by Storm, put out King Zedekiah’s 
Eyes, and fent himin Fetters to Babylon after he had lain his 
Children before his Face, which wasthe Accomplifhment of Fe- 
remy’s Predictions in Ferafalem, and Ezekéel’s in Babylon : he 
this he deftroyed Solomon's Temple, which was built 480 Years 
before, and fo the Kingdom of Judah was deftroyed 134 Years 
after that of J/rael. 

Nebuchadnezvar after having fubdued the Tyrians, Sidonians 
Moabites, and other Nations, returned to Babylon, where he had 
the Dream of the myftcrious Tree, which a Voice from Heaven 
ordered to be cut down. The Chaldeans could not tell him the 
Interpretation thereof, but Daniel did. He afterwards built a 
new Babylon, which he join’d to the old, and encompafled them 
both with that famous Brick Wall upon which he planted Gardens 
that hung in the Air. 
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That fame Year having having finished this great Work, Ne- 
buchadnezzar became vain-glorious thereof, and as a Punifhment 
for the fame loft the ufe of his Reafon, and remained feven Years 
amongft Bealts. 

In 3442, he came to himfelf, acknowledg’d the Sovereign 
Power of the moft High who had thus punilh’d him, and publifh’d 
an Edict commanding his Subjects to worthip him. 

Evil Merodach his Son fucceeded, and was kill’'d by Nerighfar 
his Sifter’s Husband, in 3444. 

In 3448, Labe Sordach fucceeded Neriglftar his Father, and 
reigned only 9 Months; for having killed the Son of Prince Gobrias 
at ahunting, that gave him occafion to deliver himfelf up to the 
Medes, periih’d himfelf the Year following, and left his Domi- 
nions to Bettefhazzar, Son to Evil Merodach: he finifh’d the Walls 
of Babylon along the Euphrates, which Nebuchadnezzar had only 
begun. 

In 3456, Crefws General of the Babylonian and Confederate 
Armies, was defeated by Cyrus, and condemned to be burnt, but 
was not executed. Cyrus, after many other Expeditions, be. 
fieged Babylon, and took it on a Feftival Day. Belrefhazzar was 
then treating the Lords of his Court, and caufed the Vellels of 
the Temple of ferufalem, which his Father had taken, to be 
brought in to be ufed at the Banquet; and during this Treat, a 
miraculous Hand wrote his Condemnation upon the Wall of che 
Banqueting-Houfe, which none but Daniel knew how to inter- 

ret. 
. Beltefhazzar was kill’d that fame Night by Gebrias his Souldiers, 
and fo the Babylonian Empire was deftroy’d in 3446, and tranf- 
ferred to the Medes and Perftaxs. 

The Year following, which was the 70th of the Captivity, Da 
niel pray ’d for his Brethren in Captivity, and had the Revelation 
of their Deliverance. 

In 3468, Cyrus was fole Monarch of the Eaft, protefted that he 
held his Dominions from the Hand of the true God, {cnt the Jews - 
back to Paleftine, and permitted them to rebuild their Temple 
there. 
Here our Author makes this Reflection, that never were the 
two Cities, viz. that of Babylon and that of God, fo ftrangely 
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the Death of Sardanapalvs to the Empire of Cyrwe: Judea was laid 
wafte, and the Temple demolifh’d , but its Defolation was its 
Converfion, and the Sanctification of many of its Enemies. 

Cy us being, dead in 3.475, Cambyfes his Son fucceeded, but had 
nothing of his Father’s Clemency nor Wifdom: while he made 
War upon Eyypt, Pythagoras was taken there by his Souldiers and 
carried to Babylon, where he learned the Sciences of the Cal- 
deans, and hence comes the Agreement that there is to be found 
betwixt his Doctrine and that of the Scriptures. 

In 3482, one of the A4azi, who had pollets’d himfelf of the 
Throne of Perfia, interrupted the rebuilding of the Temple of 
Ferufalem, which delay’d its being finifhed for fix Years after. 

In 3550, Nebemish obtain’d the Government of Fadez from 
Artaxerxes, with Power to rebuild the Walls of the holy City. 

In 364%, alexander, Sonto Philip of Macedon, was born , and 
that fame day the Temple of Ephefus was burnt, Plats cied about 
cight Years after. 

In 3672, dlexander giin'd a bloody Battel over Dari, went 
into Judea, enter’d Ferufalem, facrificed inthe Temple, and per- 
mitted the Jews to live according to their own Laws. Two Years 
after, having conquered abundance of Provinces in the Eaft, he 
faw himfelf Mafter of the Empire, which the Babylonians, Affyrians, 
Medes and Perfians had fuccellively enjoy’d. He was taken out of 
the World in the 33d Year of his Age, and in the midft of his 
Victories : His Dominions being divided amongft his Captains. - 

In 3727, or thereabouts, Ptolomy Philadelphes caufed the Scrip- 
cures to be tranflated into Greek, and-bought Arijorle’s Library. 

In 3778, Peolomec, firnamed Philopater, began to perfecute the 
Jews, and dicd in 380c. Ptolomee Epiphanes his Son fucceeded, 
and had great Wars with Antiochus King of Syria, and Philip King 
of Atacedonia, who had leagued together to fhare his Domi- 
nions. 

Antiochus {eized Fudea, and in 3810 made great Prefents to the 
Temple of Ferufalem. In 3813, he was vanquifhed by the Ro- 
mans at the Zhermopile, and retired into fia, where the two 
Scipio's made War upon hima long time. Selencus Philopater his 
eldeft Son fucceeded him. 

In 3829, Antiochws, youngeft Son to -Antiochus the Great, re- 
turning from Rome, where he had been a long time kept as an 


Hoftage 




















POUND. 12. FEBRUARTYT. 250 


Hoftage, took Pofleffion of the Kingdom which was vacant by 
the Death of his Brother Seleucus. 

Fafon being wearied at the too long Life of Onia the third, 
his Brother, the High-Prieft of the Jews, offered great Sums to 
King Antiochus if he would give him the Office. Afenelaw, whom 
he emp!oy’d to carry the Money, gave 300 Talents more,and took 
the Office himfelf, and excluded Fafon. 

In 3334, Antiochus, on his return from Egypt, enter’d Ferufalem. 
and plundered the Temple. In 3837, he publith’d an Edict, or- 
dering all his Subjects to follow the Pagan Religion ; and in Execu- 
tion thereof, the Temple was profancd, the holy Books burnt, 
and the feven Brethren, the AZaccabees, put to Death at Antioch by 
divers forts of Torments. 

In 3875, Hircanus ruin’d the Temple of Gerizim 200 Years 
after it had been built by Sanballat: He was High-Pricit, and in 
a manner Soveraign of the Jews, acknowledging no Dependance 
on the Macedonian Kings of Syria. He died in 3898, after which 
the precious Stones in the High-Prieft’s Garments ceafed to cait 
that Light which they us’d to do fometimes, and were inftead of an 
Oracle. 

Fudas, or Ariftobulus, the eldeft of hisSons, fucceeded him, and 
was the firft who aflumed the Crown. He aflociated Antiochus 
his gill him in the Kingdom, and put the three other in 
Prifon. 

After his Death Salome his Wife fet the Crown upon the Head 
of Alexander Famnicus, the eldeft of the three Brothers. He died 
in 3926. Alexandra his Wife gave the Pontificat to Hircanus, the 
eldeft of his Sons, and governed during nine Years. 

She being dead, Ars/tobulusdebauch’d a part of Hsrcanus’s Sub- 
jeéts, and conftrain'd him to refign the Kingdom and the High- 
Priefthood to him by a Treaty. 

In 3940, Pompey caufed Ariftobulus to be arrefted, and laid 
Siege to Ferufalem, Hircanus’s Faction opening the Gates to him : 
Ariftobulus defended himfelf in the Temple, where 12000 Jews 
were killed. Pompey ordered it to be purified next day, and Sa- 
crifices to be offered there as formerly. He reftored the High- 
Priefthood to Hircanus with the Quality of King, impofed a Tri- 
bute upon the Jews, and carried 4riffobulus to Rome, to be an Ore 
nament for his Triumph. 4 | : 
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In 3956, Julius Cefar was created Dittator, won the Battel of: 
Pharfalia againft Pompey, who was kill’d in Egypt, whither he fied. 
In 3960, Cefar himfelf was kilidin the Senate. | 

In 3973, the Battel of Aézsum aflur’d the Empire to Angajtus, 
Having given Peace to the Univerfe, in 4000 he publifh’d an 
Edict commanding his Subjects to be numbered; and in this Year 
our Saviour was born at Bethlehem. 7 

The Enumeration of thefe Epocha’s, which ferve as a Founda- 
tion for the Reflections which Father Thumafin is to make in the 
Sequel of his Work, ends at the 11¢ Chapter of the firft Book 
of the firft Tome. The reft of the Chapters of that Book are 
fpent in the Defcription of the State of Mankind at the beginning, 
after the Deluge, the Rife and Progrefs of Monarchies and Em- 
pires, the Invention of Arts neccflary for Society, the Voyages 
and Travels of great Men, who travell’d the World to banifh 
Barbarity and Violence thence, and eftablifh Juftice and good. 
Laws. The reft we refer to another time. 





4 Letter from Amfterdam, containing a Differtation upon 
an antient Shekel of the Santtuary. : 


Was very glad to find in a late Book of Monfieur Aforins, ene 

tituled, De Lingua Primava, the Cut of a Shekel of David; 
but when I had examin’d it, I found fome Defects init: I had per 
haps never obferv’d it, had I not feen in France another Shekel 
very different from this, and which is owned by all the Learned 
to be of an undoubted Antiquity. It has on the Face Aaron’s 
Rod, with a Royal Crown to the right, and the Golden Velflel. 
wherein the firft Manna was preferv’d, to the left, witha 3 to 
the right alfo, and a w to the left, fignifying in the Name, that 
is, in the Name of God. In the Reverfe there is a Cup of Delis 
verance or Salvation, with three Nofegays, or Bundles of the 
Firft-fruits, and the Crown of the Bizh-Prieft covered with Gold 
to the right, with the fame.3, and the Horn wherein the facred 
Oil was preferved, with a w to the left, as in the Face. The 


words 
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words of the firft Fa¢e are “97 Dow WAPOA VI WY Iy49R5 
OSD WwNd, that is to fay, Tne Shekel of David as he bas exatily 
weighed it in the Treafury of Sion, in the Honfe of the SanBuary ; 
aid thofe of the Reverfe, 932 998 Sx-w Soy sie pow, 
that ix, Fehoua defending Hracl, the mighty King in Jerufilem. 
All this may be read as eafily as if the Shekel had been newly 
coin’d. 

fn the Shekel defcribed by Monfieur Aforin, there is under the 
Roy2l Crown a% inftead of a 3, ard the words fay, INwdD 
= Sow woman mrad pe qe 053, Shekel of David hid 
or left in the Treafure of Sion, in the Houfe of the Sanftuary, and in 
the Reverfe Saw miny oowrva 139 450 One’, that is, 
Feboua keeping \frael from falling into the Pit inJervfalem. The 3 
and the w are very well exprefled. 

The words of the firft Shekel, as you may fee, are very na- 
tural;-and conformableto the Intention of King Davids fo that 
the Senfe is clear and eafy, which cannot be faid of this of Mon- 
fieur Aforin, and therefore | fufpect it is only a Counterfeit of the 
true Shekel that | have quoted; and as to the Diffcrence that is 
between them, it may have happened thus: The word 5wN5 
Caafcher, which fignifies 2s, was not perhaps well exprefled in the 
Medal from which this Copy was taken ; and it’s like enough that 
the Copift has taken the Letter 5 a little defaced for a3 Nun, 
and then he thought that this word was to be read in Niphal, 
and therefore they have put Schaar inftead of Afcher by a Tran{- 
Hofition of the Letter x, to find out the Senfe they imagined 
the Infcription was tohave. And fo they have written Sym 
Nafar, which fignifies hidden, and formed from the Verb qxw 
Schaar in Niphal. 

They are alfo fallen into another Miftake in the next following 
word, and it’s likely that they could not read the Letter, being 
perhaps half worn out. There was in the Original ob5 Piles in 
Pibel, which fignifies weighed exaéily, and they have read p53 
balas, which fignifies /eft, taking the Letter 5 Pe for a 3 Berth, 
Thofe two Miftakes have occafioned this Explanation of the words 
of the firft Face, Shekel of David bid, or left in the Treafury of Sion, 
which is not natural at all; but in reading Caafcher Piles, Shekel 
of David as he weighed st exattly in the Treafury of Sion, we finda 
noble and natural Senfe, to which doubtlefs we muft adhere. 
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In this Reverfe of the Shekel of Monfieur 4orsn, one may di- 
fiin@tly read 199, Aelech King; but he renders it, from faling, or 
that it does zot fall, taking the 9 44em for a negative Particle, and 
35 Lech for the Verb Falach, which fignifies to go or to fall. The 
next. Word ought to be read gibbor, mighty , but he reads bebor, 
in th: Pit, taking the Gimel for a Beth, which muft be imputed to 
the Infcription’s being worn out, and defaced by Time. That Alte- 
ration of the Letters has caufed this fore’d Explanation, Jehovah 
keeping Ifrael from falling or coing into the Pit in Jerufalem : Which 
laft words are very little agreeable to the Idea of Fehovah, keeping or 
defending frael; but if we read Adighty King in Jerufalem, after Fe- 
hovah defending frael, we havea natural Explanation of the Mean- 
ing of the Prince who caufed that Shekel to be coined, as it will 
appear to any who will ccnfider the very Words themfelves. 

| am ftill confirmed in my Thoughts, by reading over again the 
Words of the firit Face, explained by Monfieur Adorin , Shekel of 
David hid left in the Treafure of Sion: For thefe terms hid and left, 
relate to a future thing, and denote what was to be the Occafion of 
the Shekel. Now thofe that have the lcaft acquaintance with Me- 
dals, know very well that the Infcriptions relate only to prefent 
things, and not to future, which are uncertain; and therefore 
ris plain, that both this, and that of the Reverfe are falfe, and 
tranfpofed, as | have fhown. This Reafon has fo much puzzled 
Mr. Adforin himfelf, that he is forced to own it in the 308th Page of 
his Book , Noncapio, fays he, quo modo Numifmati in Tbhefauro Tema 
pli Hierofolimitant reperto infculps talis infcriptio potuerit. De his omnibus 
Lettor judicet. 

The firft Shekel I have fpoken of, weighs about three Crowns and 
a half, and belongs to Monfieur Ranchin of Afonpelier. 1 don’t 
know the Weight of that of Monfieur A4ori, nor from whence he 
had it; but both of them are rare and curious Pieces, and were 
not coined for current Money, as the other Shekels were, but rather 
as Medals: and if they are of Davia’s time, they muft be of about 
two thoufand and feven hundred Years ftanding. The common 
current filver Shekels of the Sanctuary, were worth about. two 
Shillings and fix Pence of Englifh Money, ec. 
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The Merchant’s Magazine; or, Tradefman’s Treafury : 
Containing Vulgar Arithmetick i whole Numbers; with the Rea- 
on and Demonftration of each Rule, adorn’d with curious Copper 
Cuts of the chief Tables and Titles ; alfo Vulgar and Decimal Fratti- 
ons, after a New, Eafy, and Praslical Afethod. Merchants Ac- 
compts, or Rules of Prattice , Shewing how to caft up the Value of 
Merchandize, and to make Allowance for Tare and [ret, more com- 
— pendioufly than hath hitherto been made publick: With Tables of Fe- 
reign Coin in Sterling, and alarge Table for reducing the one to the 
other: <Alfo Foreign Weight and Meafure compar'd with the Englifh, 
and the Weight and Value of the current Gold of this Kingdam. Like- 
wife Rules of Barter, Lofs and Gain; Rules of Fellow{hip, and equa- 
ting Time of Paiment. Alfo how to find the Simple or Compound In- 
tereft of any Sum for any time; and aTable of Simple Iutereft (for 
one day or upwards) at any rate of Intereft, ufeful for thofe concerned 
in the Bank of England. Laffly, Maxims to be obferved in draw- 
' ing and accepting Bills of Exchange, foreign or domeftick, &c. With 
many other things throughout the whole, not extant before. 
Accommodated chiefly to the Prattice of Aterchants and Tradefmen: But 
us likewife ufeful for Schools, Bankers, Diverfion of Gentlemen, the 
Bufinefs of Mechanscks, Land-waiters, axd other Officers of their Ma- 
jejties Cuftoms and Excife. By Edward Hatton Gent. 
London, Printed for Chr. Coningsby at the Golden Turk’s-Head 


in Fleet-ftreet, Quarto, 1695. 


His Book it’s true has avery long Title, which mray perhaps 
create a Prejudice in fome unthinking People againft it: but 
whoever confiders the great Variety of Matters therein contained, 
will eafily be convinc’d that the Author could not well make it 
fhorter, efpecially having a defign to exprefs the Contents in the 
Title Page, that the Reader might fee as firft view whether there 
be any thing therein that may fit his purpofe. 
It’s needlefs for us to infift on the Ufefulnefs of the Work, or 
{pend many words to give you an Idea of it, the Ingenious Author 


having already perform’d that in his Title Page: Only this nes 
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fhall venture to fa:', that though it be with many Books, as it is 
with Perfons who have a plump Countenance and a confumptive 
Body, the Wiligent Perufer will not find this Book to be fuchs but 
onthecontrary, that the Author doth faithfully perform what his 
Title promifes, and that in the moft rational, plain, and compendi- 
ous Maaner of any that we have hitherto fcen upon the Subject. Nor 
can we forbear giving this Judgment of the Work, That it de- 
ferves Encouragement from the Publick, as being calculated jor the 
Improvement of Trade and Commerce, to which our Englifh Na- 
tion is fo much indebted for their Fame and Grandeur, and that 
ereat Figure whichthey make inthe World. And fveing the ge- 
neral Current of Education amongft the midling Sort of People, 
and not a few of the Gentry, does in our days run towards Trade 
and Merchandize, we cannot but conceive that this Book, if once 
known, will meet with a general Acceptation by all Men of bufinefs ; 
whothough they may perhaps think that they don’ ftand much in 
need of it themfelves, yet muft certainly be convinc’d of its Ufeful- 
nefs on many Occafions to Men of the greateft Experiences and that 
it is abfolutely needful for their Children and Servants, if they de- 
fign to imploy them in Trade or Commerce, or have occafion to 
travel. And how much Labour it may fave to School-mafters, and 
Toil and Vexation to Scholars, thofe who are converfant in fuck 
Affairs, will be better able to judg than we are to exprefs. 
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The Pretenfioss of the moft Chriflian King to the Domini- 
ous and Territories of the moft Serene Confederates, on the 
one fide; and on the other, the Claims of the moft Serene 
Confederates to France, and the Conqucred Countries, 
truly flated; with exatt Enquires into the Rights of every 
one in particular. From the French Original. Affording 
great light into the prefent Differences of Europe; and 
proper to be bound up with the Hiftorical and Political 
Mercury. | 


London, Quarto, Printed for Henry Rhodes at the Star 
the Corner of Bride-lane, Fleet-ftreet, 1695. 


A N active Age being always inquifitive, the Author of this 

Treatife hath certainiy provided a grateful Entertainment 
for the Appetites of the Curious: for this being atime of War, 
and Rumours of War, thinking Men don’t fatisfy them{clves meer- 
ly with an Account of the Succelles or Lofles of either Party, but en- 
quire into the Pretenfions of each, and the Merits of the Caufe : 
and it muft certainly add to the Courage of the Soldiery in Fighting, 
and the Willingnefs of the Subject in Contributing, when they are 
convine’d that they have Juftice on their fide. 

And for fuch as have a mind to be inform’d which Party have the 
beft Pretenfions, this Book may be of extraordinary ufe: The 
Claims being fairly ftated, and jadicioufly argued on both Sides , fo 
that it muft needs be thought worthy of a place in any Gentleman’s 
Clofet, and will certainly recommend it felt to the Pernfal of every 
curious Perfon. And we dare promife the judicious and attentive 
Reader, that he will think himfelf fufficiently rewarded for his Pains 
and Expence. For here he will find the French King’s Pretenfions 
not only examin’d in general, but in every particular, wz. unto 
the Empire, Crown of Caftile, Catalonsa, Reufilon, Naples and Sicily, 
Kingdom of Navarr, Majorca, Sardinia, Milan, Luxemburob, Chint, 
Flanders, Brabant, Burgundy, Republick of Gexoxa, Dukedom of 
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Savoy, Piedmont and Nice, Lorrain, Principality of Orange, Avig. 
non and Veneffin, Exarchy of Ravenna, the Country of Pentapo-. 
lis, Dutchies of Deaxponts, Monbelliard, the Cities of Strasburgh 
and Cazal. Which is perhaps a larger Catalogue- of his Pre-. 
tenfions than hath offered it felf to every Reader’s View. You 
have here alfo an Enquiry into the Emperors Pretenfions to 
France, Provence, Dauphiny and Languedock, and the Cities of 
Metz, Toul and Verdun: The King of Spain’s Pretenfions to 
Alfatia, Burgundy, French County and Bretaign: And Englana’s 
Pretenfions to Normandy, Poittou, Languedock, Guyenne, and 
France in general, With an Account of the Contrect of Mar- 
riage betwixt Lem XIV. and the Infanta of Spain; and the 
Ac: of Renunciation of that Queen to all that might belong or 
appertain to her as the Daughter and Heirefs of their Catholick 
Majeltics, Cc. 

And we mult nceds do the Author that Juftice as to fry, that 
he hath writ like a Perfon of Candor and Honour; and is 
fo far from cafting the ballance all of one fide, that he feems 
to have endeavoured a Determination according to the Me- 
rits of the Caufe , and docs as much explode the Pretenfions, 
of France to the Empire, as of the Empire to France, and the 
Pretenfions of Spain to Navarre, as the Pretenfions of France 
to Catalonia, &c. However, on the whole he makes the In- 
juftice of the prefent War on the French King’s part very ap- 

arent. my ore 

You have alfo in this Treatife a Judicious Difcourfe of-Go- 
vernment tn general, and its feveral Species, with the Author’s 
Opinion which is the beft, ez. the Lacedemonian, or Govern: 
ment by King and States, which is ufually sccompanied with 
Liberty enovgh, the Nobility enjoying thofe Privileges .which 
are due to their Birth, the third Eftate being no way exclu- 
ded from Bufincfs, and the Prefence of a King being neceflary 
on a thoufand Occafions, but more particularly in War ard 
Battels. 

That the Reader may be the better able to underftand the Pre- 
tenfions here difcourfed of, he treats ingenioufly of the different 
jorts of Titles, wz. Inheritance, Marriage or Dowry, Donation, 
Purchafe, Reverfion, Renunciation, Pofleflion, Conqueit and Ufur- 
pation; and in treating of Pofleflion, he takes notice of the In- 
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juftice of three or four of the laft Kings of France, who, contrary 
to the Laws of Nations, that allow an hundred Years Pofleffion as 
a fuficient Right in the Cafe of Soveraigns and the Church : have 
publifh’d by their Edicts, that no manner of Prefcriptions, even 
thofe of an hundred Years, fhould be of any Validity apaintt 
them, or the Demefnes oftheir Crown, nor detain from them 
fuch Rights and Territories as depended upon them ; and upor 
this Foundation Lews X1Veh lays Claim to Strasbargh, Luxemburgh, 
and the Dutchy of Dewx Ponts. 

The whole is intermixt with entertaining Pieces of Hiftory, 
fuch as that of the antient Arragonian Privsleges, called the La 
Vajon, the chief of which were, That if the King went about to 
violate thesr Privileges, they might chufe another ; and if he wronged 
any Sabjeit, the Nobles being affembled, might confifcate his Revenue 
till he had fatisfied the Party. Their King was atfo fubject to a 
Chief Juftice called El Fujtstia, and received the Royal Authority 
from him upon his Knees, fwearing to obferve the La Vajon. But 
of thefe Privileges, Don Pedro, firnamed Elpunal, obtain’d an Abro- 
gation in an Aff:mbly of the States; and the Original being de- 
livered into his Hands, he cut it to pieces with his Poniard, and at 
the fame time ftabb’d himfelf intothe Arm, faying, that it was 
but fit that a Law fo injurious to Kings fhould be obliterated by the 
Blood of a King. 

Another of his remarkable Paflages is this, That Edward King 
of England, laying Claim to the Crown of France, in Right of his 
Grand-mother Margaret, Daughter to Philip the Fair, the Srates 
being a long time in an Equslébrium as to his Title, were determin’d 
againft him by the Bifhopof Beawvow, who rifing up of a fudden 
rehearfed that Paflage of the Gofpel, Videte Lilia Agri qui neq, la- 
borant neque nent. Ha Mefficurs, {aid he, God would this day give us 
to underftand by his Gofpel, what your Decifion onght to be in this Cafe, 
The Lilies labour not, neither do they {pin as much as to fay, that the 
Crown of France, denoted by the Lilies, ought not to encircle the Head. 
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Books printed beyond Ses. 


OS. Urceoli Patritii Forolivienfis Decifiones Rote Florentine. 

Folio. Geneve, 1694. 

Joh. Kunkelii Philofophia Chemica Experimentis confirmata. 
12. Amfterodam:, 1694. ; > 

Codex Talmudicus de Jejunto ex Hebreo Sermone in Latinum 
Verfus, & Commentariis illutratus, a Dan. Lundio. 8°. Chrajelt.og, 

Centatiium Mirus adumbratum a Samuele Ledelio. Francofurti 
ad Menum, 8°, 1694. 

Hollants Rouklagt, i.c. Holland's Lamentation for the Death of 
Mary Queen of Great Britain, 4°, with Cuts. Amfterdam 1695. 

Valeliana five Meditamenta Critica, Hiftorica & Moralia, ut & 
Poemaita Latina Hadriani Valefii, Cc. at Paris 12°. 1694, 

Tractatus de fitu Paradifi Terreftris, au@Ore Petro Daniele 
Huetio, 4°, at Lipfick. 1694. . 


Books lately printed at London. 


Q* Monday laft was publifi’d, The Remarkable Sayings, Apo- 
thegms and Maxims of the Eaftern Nations; abftracted and 
tranflated out of their Books, written in the 4rabian, Perfian and 
Tarkifh Language: With Remarks. By Adonfieur Galland, who 
liv’d many Years in thofe Countries. Tranflated out of French, 
A new and eafy Mcthod to underftand the Roman Hiltory. 
With an exact Chronology of the Reigns of the Emperors. An 
Account of the moft Eminent Authors, when they flourifhed - 
And an Abridgment of the Roman Antiquities and Cuftoms. By 
way of Dialogue. For the Ufe of the Duke of Burgundy. Done out 
of French: With very large Additionsand Amendments. By Mr. 
Th. Brown. Both printed for Richard Baldwin and Wiliam Lindfey, 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


F any Author or Bookfeller 1s willing to give notice of any Work that he 
| 1s about to publifh, to Afr.Lind{ey im Chancery-lane, or to Mr. 
Baldwin sm Warwick-lane, Bookfellers, be rzay both prevent the inter. 
fering of any other, and have an Advertifement in this Monthly Paper te 
defire the Afiftance of the Learned, if they think, it needful, 











